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For Frommer, Good Instincts
Mean Big Profits In Pinhooking
By Natalie Voss

When the television screens showing the live bids at FasigTipton Florida flipped from six figures to seven at the March
sale, no one was more surprised than bloodstock agent Cary
Frommer. She had been told that her offering, an Uncle Mo colt
selling as Hip 5, would be popular, but she says now she didn’t
think she’d see a final price like that.
“Never in my wildest dreams,” she said. “I thought $500,000.
I’d been there before. I’d even been to $800,000. When the
zeroes popped up there, I just started crying.”
Her purchase of that colt out of the Keeneland September
Yearling Sale was something of a last-minute decision. She had
already spent her budget when she bid on the colt, and hoped
she could sell a partnership in him. Her usual connections,
including business partner Barry Berkelhammer, initially turned
down a share in the horse.
“I went around to three or four people and nobody wanted him,
so I called Barry back and said, ‘Guess what, you own half of a
horse,’” she joked.
Uncle Mo has been good to Frommer, who followed up her first
seven-figure sale at public auction with another at OBS March a
few weeks later. That sale of Hip 245 brought $1.3 million from
Mike Repole and Coolmore.
She made a handsome profit on both horses. The first Uncle
Mo, out of Two Punch mare Five Star Dream, was a $90,000
purchase by Frommer at Keeneland September. The $1.3 million colt, out of Sky Classic mare Setareh, cost $150,000 at the
same sale.

ASK RAY
QUESTION: Who’s currently favored to be Horse
of the Year?
ANSWER: This is a wide-open race and I’d have to
think the Breeders’ Cup Classic will be the clincher.
California Chrome has the edge, but Nyquist and Beholder
both like Santa Anita. Frosted and Exaggerator round out
the leading five contenders.

Frommer’s ability to spot a good deal comes from a lifetime’s
experience in the barn. A self-declared “military brat,” Frommer
grew up riding hunter/jumpers wherever her family lived, and
switched to racehorses when she realized it was easier to make
a living in the Thoroughbred world. She started off at Paul Mellon’s Rokeby Farm in Virginia and moved on to work horses for
Hall of Fame trainer Mack Miller. Along the way, Frommer picked
up any tips she could from good horsemen, and developed a
particular eye for yearling conformation and development.
About 15 years ago, Frommer decided she needed to settle
in one place while her son was in school. For her, pinhooking
was the logical way to stay in the business without traveling with
Continued on Page 5
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Pedigree Spotlight
Orb’s Offspring
By Frank Mitchell

One of the most exciting contests among the 2013 preps for
the Triple Crown was the Fountain of Youth Stakes at Gulfstream Park. Orb (by Malibu Moon) and Violence (Medaglia
d’Oro) fought out the finish, with the bay son of Malibu Moon
winning from the near-black son of Medaglia d’Oro.
Orb went on to win the G1 Florida Derby and Kentucky Derby;
Violence never ran again. Both retired to stud for the 2014
season, and the yearlings of 2016 are from their first crops
of foals.
At the Fasig-Tipton July sale, Orb is represented by a pair of yearlings: a filly
cataloged as Hip 163 and a colt who
is Hip 312. The latter is the first foal of
the unraced Speightstown mare Mullins
Bay, a full sister to graded stakes winner
Bridgetown.
Bridgetown is one of three stakes winners out of the Tabasco Cat producer
Ellesmere. She is out of the unraced
Alydar mare Empress Aly, a full sister to
Kentucky Derby winner Strike the Gold.
So this colt has winners of Churchill
Downs’s big event top and bottom.

Malibu Moon struck gold as a sire with his juvenile champion
Declan’s Moon, who proved to astute horsemen that his sire
was an important influence on the breed. That recognition
moved Malibu Moon to Kentucky, where he stands at Spendthrift Farm, and that move allowed a deeper pool of top mares
access to the horse.
Among those was the Unbridled mare Lady Liberty, who descends from one of the best Janney families. Sent to Malibu
Moon, Lady Liberty produced Orb.
A good-sized, well-balanced horse who
stayed 10 furlongs quite well, Orb could
perhaps be faulted for lacking just a
touch of brilliance, of raw, wild speed.
Judging from the yearlings on offer in
July, breeders have come to the horse
with mares that boast a supply of these
traits.

Hip 312 has a family with high-class
speed close up, and the filly, Hip 163,
possesses a family of exceptional speed
and juvenile development. Her second
Orb
dam is the Mr. Prospector mare Yarn,
the dam of English highweight 2-year-old colt Minardi (Boundary) and the very fast racer and good sire Tale of the Cat (Storm
In addition to the recommendations of his racing class, Orb has
Cat). In addition, their half-sister, Myth (Ogygian), produced interan outstanding pedigree. His sire is one of the leading sons of
national juvenile champion Johannesburg (Hennessy), whose
the breed-shaping stallion A.P. Indy, a Horse of the Year and son
speed and early maturity made him a champion in England,
of Triple Crown winner and leading sire Seattle Slew.
France, Ireland, and the U.S.
A.P. Indy has transmitted size, body mass, high athleticism, and
class to a notable number of his descendants, and they are
passing along these desirable traits, as well as speed in the cases of Malibu Moon and Pulpit, as well as the latter’s son Tapit.

With solid physical attributes and high racing class, Orb projects as a young horse who could become a major stallion and
may get stock somewhat more precocious than himself. PRS
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‘Ornery’ Noble Bird Competes With the Best of Them

By Scott Jagow

“He’ll throw his head up in the air,” said Casse. “If you fight
a little too much with him, he’ll quit running. So yeah, he’s
a pain.”
But when he’s happy and comfortable, Noble Bird
can run with just about anybody. Last season, he
captured the Grade 1 Stephen Foster and this May
he romped by 11 1/4 lengths in the G3 Pimlico Special. The victory came back with a 110 Beyer Speed
Figure, the highest of the year for races over a mile.
In purse money, Noble Bird has earned nearly eight
times his sale price, and his next big win could make
him a millionaire.

2011 Chestnut Horse, Birdstone — Anyhow, by Tiznow.
Consigned by Brookdale Sales to the 2012 Fasig-Tipton July Sale, purchased by Mark Casse, agent, for
$105,000

The plans for Noble Bird are still up in the air for the
remainder of 2016, but that’s just fine with his trainer
when it comes to this stubborn charge.
“With him, more than any other horse, it’s one race at
a time.” PRS

If horse races were decided by beauty alone, Noble
Bird would likely be undefeated. The 5-year-old son
of Birdstone is a striking, imposing presence in the
paddock.
“On a scale of one to 10, 10 being the best-looking
horse you’ve ever seen, he’s about a nine,” said trainer
Mark Casse, who bought him as a yearling for owner
John C. Oxley.
“He looks like a sculpture,” said Joe Seitz of Brookdale
Sales, consignor of the 2012 purchase bred in Kentucky by Jack Swain. “He was a perfect summer sale
horse and he was well received.”

FEATURED
YEARLING

SESSION

By all accounts, Noble Bird also has a wonderful temperament to go with his looks — that is, until the gates
open and he puts on his game face.
“Let’s just say he’s extremely aggressive, at least early
in the race,” Seitz said. “He likes to run over the top of
horses.”
Casse takes it a step further, saying that by far, Noble
Bird is the most difficult horse for jockeys to ride he’s
ever trained.
“He’s made every good rider that’s ridden him look
bad.”
Casse said Noble Bird almost always breaks a step
slow but then tries to make up for it by gunning it.
If the jockey dares to hold him back, the horse gets
“very ornery.”
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the racing circuit. Although tying up capital in an adolescent
horse might be a gamble, Frommer said the career switch
didn’t make her too nervous.
“I had been pinhooking in my mind for years. I had been looking
at horses at sales and saying, ‘Ok, I would’ve bought that one,’
and following to see what they did,” she said. “I felt like I was wellprepared. It wasn’t intimidating at all. It’s hard to intimidate me.”
Frommer considers her biggest break in the pinhooking game
to be a graded stakes filly she picked up for a good price
because of a disagreement between two veterinarians. (Frommer hesitated to identify the horse at the risk of offending her
consignor at the time.) One vet thought there was an issue on
the horse’s x-rays that could prove problematic, but Frommer’s
veterinarian disagreed, believing the horse should have no issues on the track.
Frommer got the horse in a private purchase after the auction and sold her at a $500,000 profit later. From there, she
went on to sell Grade 1 winner Joyful Victory, in addition to
G2 horses Trappe Shot, Not For Silver, and More Chocolate
among others.
“I always tried to keep my integrity intact and hoping that at
some point, that’s what would sell the horses – people trusting
in me,” said Frommer.
Frommer is often accompanied by canine assistant Hannah who, at age 12, has been to almost every sale with the
consignor since puppyhood. Frequenters of the Aiken Training
Track may also be familiar with Sunny, a Geoffroy’s marmoset
who also makes appearances at the 2-year-old sales.
Frommer is the sole or part owner of most horses she offers in
her consignment (presumably in partnership with Hannah and
Sunny), and finds this takes the pressure off when it comes to
preparing them for the blistering under tack shows.
“Luckily for me, when I first started doing this, I had slow-breezing horses that went on and won big races. People started not
holding it against me when their breezes were subpar. They’d
say, ‘Oh that’s a Cary Frommer horse,’” she said. “It’s motivated
by the buyers, this speed thing, so it’s a little hard. If anything,
people are starting to accept that not all good horses run an
eighth of a mile really fast.”
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Five to Watch:

A look at some of the sale’s top hips
By Frank Mitchell

Hip 4 Gray colt by Violence x Queen’s Triomphe, by Cure
the Blues: This May foal is from the first crop by Grade 1
winner Violence (by Medaglia d’Oro). A strikingly handsome
horse, Violence won his first three starts, including the Hollywood Futurity, and lost only to subsequent Kentucky Derby
winner Orb in the 2013 Fountain of Youth. This colt is out of
stakes winner Queen’s Triomphe. She is a half-sister to three
other stakes winners, and is from the family of Irish 2,000
Guineas winner Shaadi.
Hip 108 Dark bay filly by Malibu Moon x You’re Beingplayed, by Speightstown: Filly is by one of nation’s leading
sires, responsible for champion Declan’s Moon and Kentucky
Derby winner Orb. Filly is out of a good winning daughter of
leading sire Speightstown, and her dam is a half-sister to
Canadian champion Spring in the Air (Spring at Last). Second
dam is a half-sister to major winners Tejano Run (Breeders’
Futurity) and More Royal (Jersey Derby).
Hip 259 Dark bay colt by Oxbow x Inda, by A.P. Indy: This
colt is a May foal from the first crop by 2013 Preakness
Stakes winner Oxbow (Awesome Again). He is out of mare by

Horse of the Year A.P. Indy, out of champion Queena. The
dam is a full sister to graded stakes winner La Reina, and
Queena also produced G1 winner Brahms (Danzig).
Hip 330 Bay colt by Awesome Again x Persist, by
Tiznow: This colt is by leading sire Awesome Again
(Deputy Minister), sire of nearly 60 stakes winners, including Horse of the Year Ghostzapper and champion Ginger
Punch. This colt descends from the family of Grey Flight
through champion producer Pure Profit (Key to the Mint),
with third dam being multiple G1 winner Educated Risk
(Mr. Prospector), who produced the second dam, Strategy (A.P. Indy), as one of her two stakes winners.
Hip 331 Bay colt by Uncle Mo x Pert Lady, by Cox’s
Ridge: Sired by the hottest young stallion in America,
with Uncle Mo’s stallion credits led by current Kentucky Derby winner Nyquist. A foal of April 1, this colt
is a half-brother to G2 Saratoga Special winner Zavata
(Phone Trick). They are out of the Cox’s Ridge mare
Pert Lady, and this is the family of the important stallion Dixie Union. PRS

BY G1 WINNERS
At Fasig-Tipton July

OVE
LYZE
Dixie Union–Unacloud,
by Unaccounted For

PAYN T E R
Awesome Again-Tizso,
by Cee’s Tizzy

INDY
A.P. Indy-Take Charge Lady,
by Dehere
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